Have you ever wanted to watch lions and the wildebeest migration in the Serengeti or climb Mount Kilimanjaro to the roof of Africa? Now you can with one of Kingwood’s very own, Stacy Readal. Stacy, who lived in Kingwood for thirteen years, now owns Duma Explorer, a safari company that specializes in photographic wildlife safaris and mountain treks in Tanzania and beach visits to exotic Zanzibar.  Tanzania is considered one of the premier safari countries in Africa.

Stacy, who graduated from Kingwood High School in 1995, first visited Tanzania as a student in 1998. After completing her undergraduate degree at UC Berkeley, Stacy returned to Arusha, Tanzania, to work for nonprofit organizations on HIV/AIDS prevention programs for high schools and community groups. In 2002, while working in Arusha, Stacy and company co-founder Hezron Mbise started the company by purchasing a safari Land Rover and building a website. Since then, the company has tripled its business each year, providing unforgettable adventures to nearly a thousand satisfied customers from all over the world. The company emphasizes ecotourism and is committed to returning a portion of their profits to the local economy.  

Although no longer working in the nonprofit sector, Stacy remains deeply committed to the Tanzanian community through Duma Explorer. The company donates a portion of its proceeds to a local elementary school and has helped build several classrooms and a water well. The company also invests heavily in its employees and their families by providing education and home improvement loans. This year while obtaining her MBA at UCLA, Stacy wrote a research proposal to create employment opportunities for women in the tourism industry. Over the next several years, Stacy plans to work to implement changes that allow more women to work in tourism, Tanzania’s third largest industry.  

Traveling abroad has offered a glimpse of the world only imagined at Kingwood, but Stacy's background in community service definitely stems from her childhood experiences here. She hopes that everyone from her hometown has the chance to visit Tanzania, and welcomes any inquiries for travel arrangements. You can contact Stacy via Duma’s website, www.dumaexplorer.com.
Stacy is the daughter of Tom and Maryann Readal who live in Kingwood.

